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Growing our faith,
Building our legacy

“But grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. 
To him be glory both now and forever! Amen.”

2 Peter 3:18



Letter from the Pastor
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From its foundation in the early 1870s, Sts. Peter & Paul Catholic Church 
has been a place of prayer, community, and service; all nourished by a strong 
sense of family.

“Family” describes who we are – a congregation of parents, children, and friends, all united by the Lord, 
who we meet and worship in the life of our Catholic faith.  Our Christian beliefs draw us together to 
further the building of His Kingdom. Throughout our rich history, we have grown into one, unified 
family of faith,  where each generation has graciously stepped forward and responded to God’s call of  
bringing people to Christ and to participate in his redemptive work in the world. Therefore, we needed to 
assess our current worship and  gathering spaces and recommend the changes that would best serve our 
parish as witnesses to Jesus Christ.

This past summer, a feasibility and planning study was conducted by our partners, CCS Fundraising, a 
strategic consultancy,  to capture the invaluable thoughts, opinions, and insights on the potential 
construction of a Parish Life Center. Thank you to everyone who participated and for sharing your 
honest views on the future of our church. The study results were incredibly positive and uplifting. After 
much prayer and deliberation, Sts. Peter & Paul has decided to embark on a $3 million capital campaign, 
appropriately named Growing Our Faith, Building Our Legacy. 

This campaign not only is a major step in fulfilling our mission in Christ, it encourages us to be good 
stewards through the forward thinking of our parish’s legacy. It is an iconic opportunity to offer our time, 
talent, and treasure in thanks and praise to God.

We will be successful in this journey of faith if we all embrace this campaign and make it our own. With 
the support of the entire Sts. Peter & Paul family, this will be a blessed campaign where you will soon see 
the benefits of building a Parish Life Center to complement our parish and community.

Please join me in prayer for the success of this momentous effort. Together we will Grow Our Faith and 
Build Our Legacy. 

Yours in Christ,

Fr. Scott Kramer, C.PP.S. 
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Growing Our Faith

The Diocese of Toledo is embarking on a mission to continue its storied, century-plus history of fostering 
holy disciples, holy families and holy vocations.  Through this Living Christ Campaign the diocese looks 
to raise $65 million and will ensure the Catholic Church in Northwest Ohio is unified, energized and 
able to face the challenges of an ever-changing world.  As a parish within the diocese, our diocesan share 
is $785,000.  35% of all funds raised will come back to our parish, and once our goal is achieved, 100% 
will be ours to continue Phase 3 of our Capital Campaign, our Parish Life Center.

Informed by the principals of Catholic stewardship, the Diocese of Toledo established an independent 
Catholic foundation to ensure the endowed funds will be protected in perpetuity, honoring donor intent.

Strengthening Our Parishes
An endowment to address the current needs of our parishes  and empower the long-term health of 
parishes through continuing formation,  intentional planning, and sharing best practices.

Supporting Our Clergy
Two separate endowments dedicated to meeting the  immediate needs of current and future seminarians, 
as well as active and retired priests.

Caring for the Poor
An endowment to maintain and extend Catholic Charities’  presence throughout the  Diocese of Toledo.

Emerging Disciples
Two new endowments that provide immediate resources and training for those who form students, as 
well as a fund for affecting young adult and campus ministries.

Restoring Our Mother Church
An endowment that will  provide dedicated resources for Our Lady, Queen of the Most Holy Rosary 
Cathedral to endure for generations to come.

Forming Our Lay Leaders
An endowment to maintain a singular, faith-based learning platform for our lay leaders and equip them 
with resources, skill development, and a knowledge base that will create a lasting impact on our diocese.



Our Story, Our Future

Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church

Ottawa, Ohio

Background and History  
Sts. Peter & Paul has been a pillar of the Ottawa community since 1868, over 150 years. Throughout our 
history, we have served as a home for those seeking a deeper relationship with Jesus, and as a vital center 
of community outreach. As we reflect on the rich history and tradition of our parish, we are called to 
consider the next chapter and the role we can each play in securing a vibrant future for our community 
of faith. Just as those who came before us sacrificed their time, energy, and means, we too, must consider 
the sacrifices we are willing to make for the betterment of our Church and congregation.

Who We Are
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish has been built on generations of families dedicated to the truths of the Catholic 
Faith.  This dedication has been celebrated in our Church and our parish school, always centered on the 
strength of the Holy Eucharist.  Just as those who came before us sacrificed to make this parish a place of 
worship, education and welcome, we too are called to prepare for the future.  We have answered that call 
with our beautiful newly constructed classrooms and gym and now a new well-designed facility for the 
continued growth of our spiritual life.

Our Campaign
We are fortunate to have an engaged faith community; where our parishioners and families actively 
choose to celebrate and live out their faith at Sts. Peter & Paul. This blessing also brings new life as we 
work to ensure that our worship spaces and our ministries continue to meet the needs of our community 
and foster continued growth.

The Growing Our Faith, Building Our Legacy capital campaign will seek sacrificial gifts pledged over a 
five-year period to fund our NEW Parish Life Center and help us meet our obligation to the diocese. This 
newly designed space will be the heartbeat of our mission by allowing for ample space to do 
ministry in an exciting way.



Our new Parish Life Center

Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church

Ottawa, Ohio

Benefit for Every Parishioner 
The Parish Life Center will provide a vital component to spiritual life for every parishioner of Sts. Peter & 
Paul. The intent of the center promotes a faith-filled atmosphere that will enhance one’s character socially 
and spiritually.  This will be a much-needed gathering space for parishioners before and after worship 
which allows the sanctuary to be a reverent, sacred space.  As we strive to serve all people, it is important 
to be mindful of individuals with disabilities; having accessible bathrooms will address this priority. 

Enhance Community and Fellowship 
 St. James tells us in his letter (2:26) “For just as a body without a spirit is dead, so also faith without 
works  is dead.” As we contemplate this meaningful passage and how it applies here at Sts. Peter & Paul, 
it is clear that we have many people who are filled with a “living faith”, making our local community 
and beyond a better place. The Holy Spirit unites us, supports us, and drives us to help others know the 
power of God in their lives. A faith that is alive with good works  can change the world and make it a 
better place. A “living faith” not only nourishes us; it touches the hearts of others.  This Parish Life Center 
will allow us to live out our faith authentically for fellowship and community. 

Celebrate Every Stage of the Catholic Journey  
The Parish Life Center will give us ample space to rejoice with one another.  This includes the celebration 
of sacraments or gathering together after mass for fellowship.  The center will have a covered car port for 
convenience and protection from the weather for handicap parishioners, wedding guests, first 
communion participants and funeral goers.  It will provide space for brides to get ready as well as a larger 
area for any family requesting funeral visitation prior to mass. The meeting room in the Parish Life 
Center will be easily accessible and will free up adequate space in the school for our Youth Ministry.  The 
large room offers seating for 150 people. The space features dividers, where we can gather for events of 
various sizes; including funeral luncheons and meetings.  
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The Plan



The Vision - Exterior

Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church

Ottawa, Ohio

New Fourth Street Entrance

New North Car Port

The Plan



Call to Join
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At this pivotal moment in our history, let us remember the many blessings the Lord has given us. While 
God can’t be outdone in generosity, the Gospel asks all of us to give generously in thanksgiving for God’s 
generosity and goodness. Your gift to Growing Our Faith, Building Our Legacy is an opportunity to ensure 
our beloved church is here to support future generations to come. Scripture teaches us that Christian 
stewardship goes beyond giving from our surplus. Stewardship requires a sacrifice. 

The Growing Our Faith, Building Our Legacy campaign seeks your support in three essential ways: 

1. Praying for the success of our campaign. With God’s grace, we will be blessed with a successful 
endeavor.  

2.  Prayerfully consider a sacrificial pledge to our campaign. Your gift will bless the future generations of 
our parish. 

3.  Contemplate serving as a campaign volunteer. A project of this magnitude provides many 
opportunities to get involved and serve. We need your help! 

New Lobby/Hearth Area



Call to Join
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We understand that every family’s financial situation is different.  Growing Our Faith, Building Our 
Legacy will ask all parishioners to prayerfully consider sacrificial gifts and pledges over a five-year period. 
All gifts are tax-deductible to the fullest extent allowed.

The goals we have established will require remarkable generosity and sacrifice from our parishioners. 
Success will depend on the commitments of many, rather than few. 

Pledges
Pledges that are payable over five years allow donors to consider more substantial commitments 
compared to one-time cash gifts. Donors who pledge may determine payment schedules to meet their 
own charitable or tax needs. Payments can be made by check, credit card, or electronic fund transfer. 

Matching Gifts 
If your company has a matching gift program, you may be able to enhance the impact of your gift by 
requesting a matching gift from your company and including it with your pledge card.  

Stocks and Securities 
Gifts of stock to the campaign can be a source of significant tax benefit to the donor by eliminating 
capital gains taxes. Any gift of stock will be sold as soon as it is received, and the value of the gift will be 
determined at the time of transfer.



Closing

Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church

Ottawa, Ohio

This is an exciting time for Sts. Peter & Paul Parish. Growing Our Faith, Building Our 
Legacy provides the financial support to serve our congregation and community. Our new 
Parish Life Center will enhance fellowship, benefit every parishioner, and be a place to 
celebrate every stage of life in the Catholic journey.  Our goal as one inclusive parish 
family, is to enable our faith to endure for generations to come. 

Through prayer, generosity, and leadership, the families of Sts. Peter & Paul Parish will 
respond to the needs of our parish. As we launch our campaign, we follow in the 
footsteps of the faithful parishioners who walked the path before us. Our pledge is the 
same as theirs – to be a family of faith that offers itself to the praise and glory of God 
while guiding the way to the future as we follow His light.

The Missionaries of the Precious Blood have served the parishioners of Sts. Peter & Paul 
since its inception. Their spirituality draws us to Ephesians 2:13 “Brought near by the 
blood of Christ”.  This capital campaign is inspired by this relationship and our desire to 
draw nearer to Jesus and each other.

New Lobby/Church Entrance



Campaign Prayer
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Gracious God, 

You have planted the seed of faith deep within our hearts. For generations that seed has 
grown, matured, and produced much fruit in our families, parish, and community.

We thank You for that gift of faith and our holy Catholic church who has helped us to 
grow as disciples of Jesus, Your Son.

Help us Holy Father, to continue to work together just as our ancestors have done to keep 
Sts. Peter & Paul Parish a place where faith is nurtured, community is formed and charity 
lived out.

All that we have comes from You and we are grateful.  Help us to offer back to You the 
best we can.  Bless our efforts as we continue to work together in joy and excitement to 
help build the kingdom of Your Son, Jesus, here in Ottawa and throughout this good 
world You have given us.

New Community Room



Sts. Peter & Paul
Catholic Church

307 N Locust St, Ottawa, OH 45875

(419) 523-5216

sppottawa.org

 “Let love be genuine; hate what is evil, hold fast to what is good; love one another with 
brotherly affection; outdo one another in showing honor. Never flag in zeal, be aglow with the 

Spirit, serve the Lord. Rejoice in your hope, be patient in tribulation, be constant in prayer. 
Contribute to the needs of the saints, practice hospitality.” 

Romans 12:9-13

“We have prayerfully decided to contribute to this appeal because we feel that it is important 
for our church to have a Parish Life Center. We want to have a place for our church 
community to gather for many generations to come. ‘For where two or three are gathered 
together in my name, there am I in the midst of them.’ Matthew 18:20” 
~ Andy and Angie Schroeder
          
“It means a lot that our parish funeral meals can be done right next to our church. Inclement 
weather, which affects our older parishioners more than others, will no longer be an issue.”
~ Stan & Emily Karhoff

“With our new Parish Life Center, our youth ministry will enjoy a wonderful space in the 
school building that will be theirs to use to help them grow in their faith.” ~ Tanya Ellerbrock
          
“The Parish Life Center will be a great addition to our already wonderful parish!” 
~ Jay Schroeder

“Our lives can be quite noisy which is why it’s so important to be able to sit in our church 
sanctuary in silence for prayer. I look forward to the opportunities the Parish Life Center can 
have for musicians to use the new space for practice and collaboration with others.” 
~ Michelle Duling

Testimonials


